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Town  Hall,  Arundel, 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 


September,  1946. 


of  the  BOROUGH  OF  ARUNDEL. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  seventh  Annual  Rport  on 
the  health  of  the  Borough  and  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Department 
during  the  year  1945. 

During  the  year  the  general  health  of  the  community  has  been  well 
maintained  and  there  has  been  no  abnormal  incidence  of  infectious  or 
other  disease. 

The  birth  rate  for  the  year  shows  an  increase  of  2.55  per  1,000 
population  over  that  of  the  previous  year.  The  death  rate  is  increased 
from  the  unusually  low  figure  of  7.^  to  16.25  per  1,000  population, 
which  figure  is  slightly  below  the  average  for  the  Urban  Districts  of 
West  Sussex. 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  Borough’s  population  at 
mid-1945  is  2,400,  an  increase  of  45  over  that  at  mid-1944. 

The  diphtheria  immunisation  campaign  has  been  continued  during 
the  year  and  the  high  percentage  of  children  protected  has  been  main- 
tained. 

As  this  is  the  first  post-war  Annual  Report  it  is  appropriate  to  place 
on  record  a few  details  of  the  Air  Raid  Precaution  and  Civil  Defence 
Services  and  in  particular  to  mention  the  great  personal  services  rendered 
by  Dr.  R.  W.  Pearson,  as  Mayor  of  the  Borough,  Chairman  of  the  Emer- 
gency Committee  and  Medical  Officer  in  charge  of  the  First  Aid  Post, 
and  Mr.  G.  A.  Gates  as  Civil  Defence  Sub-Controller  on  whom  fell  the 
major  part  of  the  administration  of  the  Civil  Defence  Scheme  for  the 
Borough. 

The  post-war  problems  of  the  Borough,  particularly  housing,  are 
receiving  constant  attention,  and  it  is  hoped  that  building  operations  will 
proceed  with  increasing  speed  during  the  coming  months. 

In  conclusion,  I wish  to  tender  my  thanks  to  the  members  of  the 
Council  for  their  continued  support  and  to  Mr.  Gates  for  his  loyal 
co-operation  and  assistance. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

E.  WARD, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


STAFF  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

Eric  Ward,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.,  d.p.h. 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor 

G.  A.  Gates 

Clerical  Staff 

Mrs.  L.  Stevens 
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Miss  D.  Swain 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 


1.  General  Statistics 

Area  in  Acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,054 

Enumerated  Population  (census  1931) 2,490 

Enumerated  Population  (National  Registration  Day,  October, 

1939)  3,092 

Registrar-General’s  Estimate  of  Population  (middle  of  1945)  ...  2,400 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  end  of  1945  768 

Rateable  value  (April,  1945)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £19,147 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  (March,  1945)  £77 


2.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 


Live  Births  : 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

24 

22 

46 

Illegitimate 

3 

4 

7 

Total 

27 

26 

53  . 

Rate  per  1 ,000  of  estimated  resident  population 

: 22.08. 

Still  Births  : 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

— 

1 

1 

Illegitimate 

...  

— 

— 

Total 

— 

1 

1 

Deaths  (Males  16,  Females  23)  ...  ...  39 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population  16.25 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  Nil 

Number  of  deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  1 

Death  Rates  per  1 ,000  population  from  : — 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  — 

All  forms  of  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  0.42 

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis)  1.25 

Cancer ...  ...  2.5 

Principal  Zymotic  Diseases : — Smallpox,  Enteric  Fever, 

Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Whooping  Cough  and  Diph- 
theria ...  ...  ...  , ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (children  under  2 years  of  age) Nil 

Death  Rate  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  of  children  under 

2 years  of  age,  per  1,000  births  Nil 


4 


Section  1 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF 
THE  AREA 

There  has  been  little  change  in  the  social  conditions  of  the  Borough 
during  the  year,  apart  from  those  occasioned  by  the  termination  of 
hostilities.  The  number  of  troops  and  civilian  evacuees  billeted  in  the 
town  has  gradually  fallen  and  the  return  to  civilian  use  of  requisitioned 
properties  has  begun.  At  the  close  of  the  year  only  three  persons 
remained  officially  billeted  in  the  town  as  compared  with  fifty-eight  at 
the  commencement. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 
Births 

After  adjustment  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  births,  a 
net  total  of  53  live  births  (27  male  and  26  female)  was  registered  in  the 
Borough  during  the  year,  compared  with  46  in  1944. 

The  BIRTH  RATE  is  22.08  per  1,000  of  the  population,  as  compared 
with  19.53  for  the  previous  year,  16.1  for  England  and  Wales,  and  15.67 
and  16.67  for  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  of  West  Sussex. 

There  were  seven  illegitimate  live  births  during  the  year,  as  com- 
pared with  none  for  the  previous  year. 

Stillbirths 

During  the  year  one  male  stillbirth  was  registered  as  compared 
with  one  for  the  previous  year.  This  one  stillbirth  gives  a rate  of  18.5 
per  1,000  five  and  stillbirths,  and  0.42  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

Deaths 

After  correction  for  transferable  deaths,  the  net  total  deaths 
registered  in  and  assigned  to  the  Borough  was  39  (16  males  and  23 
females),  an  increase  of  21  on  the  total  of  1944. 

The  DEATH  RATE  is  16.25  per  1,000  of  the  population,  as  com- 
pared with  7.64  for  the  previous  year,  11.4  for  England  and  Wales  and 
16.62  and  13.55  for  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  of  West  Sussex. 

A table  on  Page  7 shows  the  ages  and  sex  distribution  of  causes  of 
death  in  1945  ; of  the  total  deaths  30  or  76.92%  occurred  in  persons 
aged  65  years  or  over. 

The  following  are  the  chief  causes  of  death  in  order  of  frequency  : — 


1.  Diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulatory  system 19  (7) 

2.  Cancer  6 (4) 

3.  Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions 4 (1) 

4.  Deaths  from  violence  3 (-) 


The  figures  in  brackets  are  those  for  the  year  1944.  The  four 
causes  above  mentoned  accounted  for  82%  of  the  total  deaths. 

Compared  with  the  previous  year,  it  will  be  seen  deaths  due  to 
Cancer  show  an  increase  of  2,  and  deaths  due  to  diseases  of  the  heart 
and  circulatory  system  show  an  increase  of  12.  There  was  one  death 
due  to  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  as  compared  with  none  for  the 
previous  year. 

Maternal  Mortality 

As  in  the  previous  year,  there  were  no  deaths  registered  as  directly 
due  to  pregnancy  or  child  bearing. 
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Infantile  Mortality 

One  death  of  an  infant  under  one  year  of  age  was  recorded  dur- 
ing year  as  compared  with  none  during  1944.  This  death  gives  an 
infantile  death  rate  of  18.87  per  1,000  live  births. 

The  Infantile  Death  Rates  for  England  and  Wales,  the  Urban  and 
Rural  Districts  of  West  Sussex  are  shown  in  the  following  table  of 
Comparative  Statistics : — 


Comparative  Statistics,  1945 


England  & 
Wales 

West 

Urban 

Sussex 

Rural 

Arundel 

Birth  Rate  

...  16.61 

15.67 

16.67 

22.08 

Death  Rate  

...  11.4 

16.62 

13.55 

16.25 

Infantile  Death  Rate 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

...  46 

Death 

35 

36 

19 

Rate 

...  — 

0.43 

0.37 

— 

Zymotic  Death  Rate 

0.14 

0.08 

0.07 

— 

Cancer  Death  Rate 

— 

2.66 

2.26 

2.5 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate 

1.79 

1.7 

0.5 

— 
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Table  of  Causes  of  Death  at  Different  Periods  of  Life  during  the  Year  1945 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Sex 

All 

Ages 

0— 

U- 

1 

5— 

15— 

25-1 

ALL  CAUSES 

M 

16 

F 

23 

1 

1 

1 Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 

M 

Fevers 

F 

2 Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

M 

F 

3 Scarlet  Fever 

M 

F 

4 Whooping  Cough  . . . 

M 

F 

5 Diphtheria  ... 

M 

F 

6 Tuberculosis  : respiratory 

M 

system  .... 

F 

7 Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

M 

F 

1 

1 

8 Syphilitic  Disease 

M 

F 

9 Influenza  . .. 

M 

F 

10  Measles 

M 

F 

11  Acute  poliomyelitis  and 

M 

polioencephalitis 

F 

12  Acute  Infectious  Encepha- 

M 

litis 

F 

13  Cancer  of  Buccal  Cavity  and 

M 

Oesophagus 

Cancer  of  Uterus  . 

F 

14  Cancer  of  Stomach  and 

M 

Duodenum 

F 

15  Cancer  of  Breast 

F 

2 

16  Cancer  of  all  other  sites  ... 

M 

4 

F 

17  Diabetes 

M 

1 

F 

18  Intra-Cranial  Vas.  Lesions 

M 

1 

F 

3 

19  Heart  Disease 

M 

4 

F 

11 

20  Other  diseases  of  the  Circu- 

M 

3 

latory  system  . 

F 

1 

.... 

21  Bronchitis  ... 

M 

1 

F 

1 

22  Pneumonia 

M 

1 

F 

23  Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

M 

F 

24  Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duo- 

M 

1 

denum 

F 

25  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

M 

F 

26  Appendicitis 

M 

F 

27  Other  digestive  diseases  .... 

M 

F 

28  Nephritis  . . 

M 

F 

29  Puerperal  Sepsis  ... 

F 

30  Other  Maternal  Causes 

F 

31  Premature  Birth  .... 

M 

F 

1 

1 

32  Congenital  malformations  : 

M 

Birth  injury.  Inf.  diseases 

F 

33  Suicide 

M 

F 

34  Road  Traffic  Accidents  .. 

M 

F 

1 

35  Other  Violent  Causes 

M 

F 

2 

36  All  other  causes 

M 

F 

I 


4 
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Section  II. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
FOR  THE  AREA 

staff 

Particulars  of  the  staff  of  the  department  are  given  at  the  beginning 
of  the  Report. 

Laboratory  Facilities 

Arrangements  for  the  Laboratory  work  of  the  Borough  made  under 
the  Emergency  PubUc  Health  Laboratory  Scheme  have  continued. 
During  the  year  the  Emergency  Laboratory  established  at  Christ’s 
Hospital,  was  disbanded  and  the  work  for  the  Borough  is  now  carried 
out  at  the  laboratories  of  Drs.  Standish  and  Little,  Worthing,  the  West 
Sussex  County  Council  and  the  Royal  West  Sussex  Hospital,  all  of 
which  participate  in  the  Emergency  Public  Health  Laboratory  Scheme. 


Details  of  the  specimens  examined  during  the  year  are  given  below  : 


Nature  of  Specimen 

Emergency  Public 
Health  Laboratory 
Horsham 

West  Sussex 
County  Council 
Laboratory 

Royal  West 
Sussex  Hospital 
Laboratory 

Number 

examined 

Number 

positive 

Number 

examined 

Number  \ Number  Number 
positive  examined  positive 

Nose  and  Throat  Swabs  for 
Diphtheria 



_ 

_ 

1 

_ 

Nose  and  Throat  Swabs  for 
other  conditions 



_ 





2 



Blood,  Urine  and  Stools  for 
Enteric  Organisms 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

2 

Other  Examinations 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 1 — 

Water  Examinations 

— 

— 

37 

— 

— 1 — 

Milk  Examinations  . 

— 

— 

7 

— 

— 

— 

Ambulance  Facilities 

{a)  Infectious  Cases : The  ambulance  of  the  Worthing  Borough 
Isolation  Hospital  is  used  for  the  removal  of  these  cases. 

{b)  Non- Infectious  Cases  : The  local  detachment  of  the  British 
Red  Cross  Society  operate  two  motor  ambulances  and  these  are 
used  for  the  conveyance  of  accident  and  other  non-infectious 
cases.  Occasionally  the  ambulance  of  the  Littlehampton 
Division  of  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  is  used  for  the  same 
purpose. 


Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home 

General ; The  Arundel  District  Nursing  Association  employs  one 
nurse  who  does  all  the  district  nursing  and  some  midwifery. 
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Infectious  Diseases  : By  arrangement  with  the  Arundel  District 
Nursing  Association,  all  cases  of  Measles,  Pneumonia  and  German 
Measles  are  visited  by  the  local  District  Nurse,  and  given  nursing  atten- 
tion if  required. 

Midwifery  : There  is  one  Midwife  resident  in  the  Borough,  who  is 
also  the  District  Nurse,  whilst  two  other  Midwives  resident  in  adjoining 
areas  take  cases  in  the  Borough.  There  are  no  resident  independent 
Midwives  practising  in  the  Borough. 


Treatment  Centres,  Clinics  and  Hospitals 

The  following  list  summarises  the  various  Health  and  Welfare 
Services  available  for  residents  of  the  Borough  : — 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre — Held  at  Arundel. 

Ante- Natal  Clinics — Held  at  Chichester  and  Littlehampton. 

School  Clinic  (Minor  Ailments) — Held  at  Arundel  until  June,  1945  ; from 
June  to  December,  Clinic  held  at  Chichester  and  Littlehampton. 

Eye  Clinic — Held  at  Arundel,  Chichester  and  Littlehampton. 

Aural  Clinic — Held  at  Chichester. 

Dental  Clinic — Held  at  Arundel  and  Chichester. 

Orthopaedic  Clinic — Held  at  Chichester  and  Littlehampton. 

Speech  Therapy  Clinic — Held  at  Chichester. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary — Held  at  Chichester. 

Venereal  Diseases  Clinic — Held  at  Worthing  Hospital  and  St.  Richard's 
Hospital,  Chichester. 

(a)  Hospitals — Provided  or  partially  maintained  by  the  Arundel  Borough 

Council ; — 

(1)  Infectious  Diseases  : — 

The  arrangement  detailed  in  previous  Reports  for  the  mainten- 
ance of  one  bed  at  the  Swandean  Isolation  Hospital,  Worthing, 
has  been  continued. 

(b)  Hospitals — Provided  or  partially  maintained  by  the  West  Sussex  County 

Council. 

(1)  General  Hospitals  ; — 

(a)  St.  Richard’s  Hospital,  Chichester. 

(b)  East  Sussex  County  Council,  Southlands  Hospital,  Shoreham 

by-Sea. 

(2)  Tuberculosis  : — 

(a)  Aldingbourne  House  Sanatorium. 

\b)  Worthing  Isolation  Hospital. 

(c)  Worthing  Hospital. 

(3)  Maternity : — 

(a)  Royal  West  Sussex  Hospital,  Chichester. 

(b)  Sussex  Maternity  and  Women’s  Hospital,  Brighton. 

(c)  East  Sussex  County  Council,  Southlands  Hospital,  Shoreham- 

by-Sea. 

(d)  Improvised  Maternity  Home  at  Anthony  Place,  Hindhead. 

(e)  St.  Richard’s  Hospital,  Chichester. 

(4)  Sick  Children  : — 

(a)  East  Sussex  County  Council,  Southlands  Hospital,  Shoreham- 

by-Sea. 

(b)  St.  Richard’s  Hospital,  Chichester. 

(5)  Smallpox  : — 

(a)  Two  beds  are  reserved  by  the  County  Council  at  the  Brede 
Smallpox  Hospital,  East  Sussex. 

(c)  Voluntary  Hospitals  serving  the  District : — 

(a)  Royal  West  Sussex  Hospital,  Chichester. 

\b)  Arundel  Cottage  Hospital. 

(c)  Worthing  Hospital. 
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Section  IIIi 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

No  changes  have  been  made  regarding  the  water  supply  of  the 
Borough  which  is  provided  by  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  from  a bore  and  a 
well  situated  on  his  estate  near  Swanbourne  Lake. 

All  water  is  chlorinated  before  distribution  and  a constant  supply 
is  provided  in  every  house  in  the  Borough.  The  quantity  available  has 
been  sufficient  to  meet  all  needs  during  the  year.  No  new  sources  have 
been  developed  and  no  extension  of  service  mains  carried  out. 

The  Borough  was  represented  at  a Conference  held  at  the  County 
Hall,  Chichester,  early  in  the  year,  when  a proposal  was  made  by  Lt.-Col. 
F.  S.  Hill,  that  a County  Advisory  Committee  on  Water  Supplies  should 
be  fonned.  The  suggestion  was  not  well  received  by  some  of  the  larger 
authorities  and  no  further  action  has  been  taken  with  regard  to  the 
formation  of  this  Committee. 

Further  consideration  has  been  given  to  the  question  of  the  presence 
of  an  excess  of  suspended  matter  in  the  water  which  was  reported  in  a 
sample  submitted  for  chemical  examination  in  the  autumn  of  1944. 
Enquiries  have  been  made  with  the  object  of  obtaining  a Filtration 
Plant,  but  in  view  of  the  uncertainty  as  to  the  future  of  the  undertaking 
and  its  possible  absorption  into  some  larger  combine,  as  suggested  in  the 
Government’s  White  Paper  “ A National  Water  Policy,”  it  was  decided 
not  to  proceed  with  the  installation  of  a Filtration  Plant  at  the  present 
time. 

As  in  the  previous  year,  specimens  of  raw  water  from  both  the 
bore  and  the  well  and  of  chlorinated  water  from  consumers’  taps  were 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  at  monthly  intervals,  a total 
of  37  samples  being  examined  during  the  year,  24  being  raw  water,  and 
13  chlorinated.  Of  the  24  samples  of  untreated  water,  two  were  reported 
upon  as  being  of  satisfactory  bacterial  purity,  ten  were  of  a suspicious 
nature,  whilst  the  remaining  twelve  specimens  showed  marked  degrees 
of  bacterial  contamination,  probably  from  soil  or  vegetable  pollution. 
The  13  specimens  of  chlorinated  water,  12  of  which  were  taken  from 
consumer’s  taps  and  one  from  the  reservoir,  were  all  found  to  be  of 
satisfactory  bacterial  purity. 

During  the  year  frequent  chlorimetric  tests  using  ortho-tolidine  as 
the  re-agent  have  been  made  with  the  W.  & T.  Hellige  comparator  in 
order  to  test  the  efficiency  of  the  chlorination  plant,  when  the  amount  of 
residual  chlorine  has  always  been  found  to  be  not  less  than  0.2  parts  per 
million.  The  efficiency  of  chlorination  is  further  confirmed  by  the 
samples  of  water  obtained  from  consumer’s  taps,  all  of  which  showed 
cohfonn  organisms  to  be  absent  in  100  c.c. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

No  extensions  to  sewers  or  alterations  in  the  method  of  tieatment 
and  disposal  of  sewage  were  made  during  the  year. 


Rivers  and  Streams 

No  action  was  necessary  to  check  the  pollution  of  rivers  and  streams 
in  the  area. 
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Public  Cleansing 

The  collection  of  household  refuse  has  continued  to  be  carried  out 
fortnightly.  No  complaints  or  evidence  of  nuisance  have  been  noted. 
In  addition,  various  items  of  salvage  have  been  collected,  twenty-four 
Salvage  Stewards  having  assisted  with  the  work  of  collection,  until 
August  10th,  1945,  when  they  resigned.  Since  then  the  Council  have 
continued  the  salvage  of  waste  paper  by  weekly  collections. 

Shops  Act,  1934 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  67  shops  on  the  register.  During 
the  year  102  visits  and  inspections  were  made  to  premises  on  the  register. 
As  a result  of  these  inspections  10  defects  were  found,  all  of  which  were 
remedied. 

Camping  Sites 

No  sites  in  the  area  were  used  for  camping  purposes  during  1945, 
and  no  licences  were  granted  under  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936. 


Smoke  Abatement 

There  has  been  no  need  for  action  in  this  matter. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools 

The  two  swimming  baths  belonging  to  the  Council  have  been  in  use 
during  the  year,  one  being  reserved  for  the  use  of  Service  personnel  when 
so  desired,  whilst  the  other  has  been  open  on  specified  days  and  times 
for  the  Youth  Movements,  and  for  the  general  public  of  the  Borough. 

Certain  minor  improvements  have  been  made  and  further  facilities 
provided  for  bathers.  The  baths  were  cleaned  twice  weekly  and  Voxsan 
used  for  purposes  of  water  purification. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs 

No  house  was  found  to  be  infested  with  bed  bugs. 

Tents  and  Vans 

No  tents,  vans  or  sheds  have  been  situate  in  the  Borough  and  no 
action  has  been  required  during  the  year. 

Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919 

The  West  Sussex  No.  2 Workable  Area  Committee  which  was  set  up 
in  1944  has  continued  to  meet  quarterly  in  Littlehampton,  one  member 
of  the  Borough  Council  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector  attending  the 
meetings  of  the  Committee  as  representatives  of  the  Borough. 

Pubhcity  has  continued,  posters  being  exhibited  and  leaflets 
distributed.  The  Borough  Rodent  Operator  attended  a furthei  course 
of  instruction  held  at  Brighton  during  the  year. 

Periodic  inspections  of  premises  in  the  Borough  revealed  no  major 
infestation  of  vermin  and  isolated  cases  where  vermin  was  reported 
were  suitably  dealt  with.  Poison  baits  were  periodically  laid  on  property 
belonging  to  the  Borough  Council. 

Schools 

No  major  sanitary  alterations  have  been  carried  out  at  either  of  the 
two  schools  in  the  Borough  and  neither  were  closed  in  consequence  of 
infectious  disease. 
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The  Factories  Act,  1937 

Inspections  made  : 

Of  factories  with  mechanical  power  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Of  factories  without  mechanical  power  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Of  workshops  ...  ...  ...  23 

One  informal  notice  was  served  in  respect  of  defective  sanitary 
arrangements  at  one  of  the  workshops,  which  was  suitably  complied  with. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 
Details  of  Sanitary  Work  and  Improvements  under  Public  Health 


and  Housing  Acts 

No  of  inspections  in  regard  to  infectious  disease  ...  ...  ...  91 

No.  of  premises  disinfected  af^er  infectious  disease  ...  ...  ...  5 

No.  of  nuisances  found  to  exist  ...  ...  12 

No.  of  nuisances  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Offensive  accmnulations  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Offensive  accumulations  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Defective  W.C.s  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

No.  of  choked  drains  cleared  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

No.  of  defective  drains  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

No.  of  ashbins  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

No.  of  defective  windows  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

No.  of  roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

No.  of  houses  where  guttering  and  rainwater  pipes  have  been  repaired  1 1 
No.  of  defective  walls  and  ceilings  where  plastering  has  been  repaired  7 
No.  of  floors  relaid  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

No.  of  houses  in  which  cleansing  and  decorating  was  carried  out  ...  8 


Summary  : 

Total  number  of  inspections  made  for  all  purposes ...  529 

Total  number  of  notices  served  ; 

Informal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

Statutory  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

No.  of  summonses  issued  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Complaints  received  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Complaints  found  justified  and  dealt  with  ...  ...  4 
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Section  IV. 


HOUSING 


In  accordance  with  the  policy  of  the  Minister  of  Health  that  apart 
from  urgent  works  of  maintenance  all  available  labour  and  materials 
should  be  devoted  to  new  housing,  no  extensive  programme  of  repair  or 
improvement  of  existing  houses  has  been  carried  out  during  the  year. 

Although  there  is  no  outstanding  programme  of  slum  clearance  in 
the  Borough,  many  of  the  houses  are  of  considerable  age  and  often  lack 
the  amenities  found  in  modern  working  class  dwelUngs.  Improvement 
and  reconstruction  of  such  houses  should  be  carried  out  when  this  can 
be  done  at  a reasonable  cost,  and  demolition  and  replacement  by  new 
houses  considered  in  other  cases. 

A mmiber  of  houses  have  been  previously  scheduled  by  the  Housing 
Committee  for  inspection  with  a view  to  further  action  as  soon  as  possible. 
Of  these,  twenty-five  have  been  surveyed  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
during  the  year  and  preliminary  notices  as  to  the  Committee’s  future 
requirements  have  been  served  upon  the  owners,  who  have  intimated 
their  wilhngness  to  meet  these  requirements  as  soon  as  conditions  permit. 

No  cases  of  statutory  overcrowding  have  come  to  notice  during  the 
year. 

Control  of  Civil  Building 

In  connection  with  the  regulations  made  by  the  various  Ministers 
concerned  with  building  work,  the  Town  Clerk  and  Surveyor  were 
appointed  to  act  as  Licensing  Officers  on  behalf  of  the  Ministry  of  Works, 
and  during  the  year  dealt  with  forty-four  applications,  all  but  one  of 
which  were  granted. 

Requisitioning  of  Property 

Suggestions  regarding  the  requisition  of  various  properties  for 
emergency  housing  have  received  consideration,  but  no  premises  were 
actually  requisitioned  during  the  year. 

Post-War  Housing 

During  the  year  the  acquisition  of  land  known  as  “Canada  Gardens’’ 
was  completed  and  lay-out  and  house  plans  prepared  by  the  Council’s 
architect,  Mr.  T.  Greenfield,  for  thirty-eight  houses,  were  approved 
by  the  Minister  of  Health.  Authority  to  proceed  to  tender  was  received 
at  the  end  of  August,  but  the  plans,  specifications  and  Bills  of  Quantities 
were  not  complete  and  printed  in  time  for  tenders  to  be  invited  before 
the  end  of  the  year. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS 

1.  New  Building  : 

No  new  houses  were  erected  in  the  Borough  during  the  year. 

2.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year  : 

In  addition  to  the  inspection  of  houses  scheduled  for  future 
action,  all  specific  requests  and  complaints  have  been  investi- 
gated and  suitable  action  taken.  In  this  respect  fourteen 
houses  have  been  visited  and  informal  notices  served  regarding 
defects  found,  all  of  which  have  been  complied  with. 

13 


(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts- 39 

{b)  No.  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  51 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head 

(1)  ) above  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 

the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  25 

(b)  No.  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  32 

(3)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  danger- 

ous or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(4)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-head),  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation 32 

3.  Remedying  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 
formal  notice  : 

No.  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 
informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers  ...  14 

4.  Remedying  of  defects  during  the  year  with  service  of  formal 
notice  : 

No.  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 
formal  action  taken  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers...  Nil 


5.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : 

{a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10,  11,  12  and  13  of  the 


Housing  Act,  1936  ...  Nil 

{b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(i)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after 
service  of  formal  notices  : 

{a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners Nil 


6.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Overcrowding  : 

(а)  (i)  No.  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year  ...  Nil 

(ii)  No.  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(iii)  No.  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  Nil 

(б)  No.  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the 

year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(c)  (i)  No.  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year  Nil 

(ii)  No.  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  Nil 

[d)  No.  of  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses  again  became 
overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority  had  taken  steps 

for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  Nil 
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Section  V: 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

MILK  SUPPLY 
Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year  five  farms  were  duly  registered 
for  the  production  of  milk,  actual  production  being  carried  out  at  all 
these  premises  which  accommodate  approximately  175  cows. 

Of  the  five  farms  two  were  licensed  for  the  production  of  Accredited 
Milk. 

All  the  registered  farms  are  supplied  with  water  from  the  public 
source  of  supply. 

The  position  at  the  end  of  the  year  is  as  given  below  ; 

No.  of  farms  in  the  Borough  registered  for  milk  production  ...  5 

No.  actually  producing  milk  at  31st  December,  1945  ...  ...  5 

No.  of  dairy  cows  in  the  district,  approximately  ...  ...  ...  175 

No.  of  farms  producing  Designated  Milk  : 

(а)  Tuberculin  Tested  ...  ...  — 

(б)  Accredited  ...  ...  ...  2 

No.  of  farms  producing  Non-Designated  Milk  ...  3 

No.  of  Dairymen  (Cowkeepers,  Milksellers),  etc.  ...  6 

No.  registered  as  Wholesalers  ...  ...  ...  5 

No.  registered  as  Wholesalers  and  Retailers  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

, No.  of  dairymen  exempt  from  registration  by  reason  of  not  pro- 
ducing milk  for  sale  .:.  ...  — 

No.  of  inspections  made  : 

(1)  Cowsheds  ...  ...  60 

(2)  Milkshops  12 

No.  of  Inspections  during  milking  time  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

No.  of  Contraventions  of  the  Regulations  found  ...  7 

No.  of  Premises  found  to  require  : — 

(1)  Cleansing  and  Limewashing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(2)  Structural  or  Sanitary  Improvements : — 

{a)  Manure  Accumulations  3 

{b)  Repairs ...  ...  ...  2 

(3)  Other  Contraventions  — 

No.  of  these  requirements  carried  out : — 

(1)  Cleansing  2 

(2)  Structural  or  Sanitary  Improvements  2 

(3)  Manure  Accumulations  ...  3 

Sediment  Tests  ; — 

Number  of  samples  tested  ...  ...  9 

Number  of  filters  clean ...  ...  ...  9 

Milk  Sampling : — 

Seven  samples  of  non-designated  milks  were  taken  during  the  year, 
six  were  satisfactory  to  the  methylene  blue  test  and  one  failed  in  3| 
hours,  but,  as  this  was  taken  late  during  distribution,  it  was  considered 
fairly  satisfactory. 

The  attention  of  both  producer  and  salesman  was  called  to  the 
necessity  of  cleansing  and  sterilization  of  the  various  utensils  used. 
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Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations,  1936-1942 

The  following  licenses  were  granted  during  the  year  : — 

{a)  By  Municipal  Borough  of  Arundel  : — 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk — • 

(1)  Supplementary  Licence  to  retail  T.T.  Milk  ...  1 

Pasteurised  Milk — 

(1)  Supplementary  Licence  to  retail  Pasteurised  Milk  1 
{b)  By  West  Sussex  County  Council  : — 

Producer’s  Licences — 

(1)  Accredited  2 

None  of  the  Supplementary  or  Producer’s  Licences  were  revoked 
during  the  year,  but  one  Producer  who  previously  held  an  Accredited 
Licence  did  not  apply  for  renewal  at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 

During  the  year  nine  samples  of  Accredited  Milk,  collected  by  the 
County  Health  Department  were  examined  at  the  County  Laboratory 
by  the  Methylene  Blue  Test.  All  these  samples  were  found  to  be  satis- 
fatory.  Percentages  for  the  previous  year  when  sixteen  samples  out 
of  eighteen  were  found  to  be  satisfactory,  with  two  unsatisfactory 
samples,  were  89%  and  11%  respectively. 

One  sample  was  also  submitted  to  the  Coliform  Test  with  satisfactory 
result. 

In  addition,  one  sample  of  Accredited  Milk  taken  from  the  Producer 
supplying  the  Church  of  England  School,  together  with  three  further 
samples  of  Accredited  Milk  were  submitted  for  biological  examination 
for  the  presence  of  Tubercle  BaciUi,  one  specimen  giving  a positive 
result. 

Legal  Proceedings. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  the  Orders  and 
Regulations  during  the,  year. 


Meat  and  other  Foods. 


The  two  private  slaughter  houses  in  the  Borough  have  remained 
closed  throughout  the  year  and  supplies  for  local  butchers  have  been 
delivered  from  Worthing. 

Twenty-one  pigs  were  killed  with  the  consent  of  the  appropriate 
Food  Authority,  and  the  carcases  examined  before  being  used  for  human 
consumption. 

Periodical  inspections  of  Butchers’  Shops  and  vehicles  have  been 
continued  during  the  year,  and  the  following  quantities  of  meat,  etc., 
have  been  condemned  and  surrendered  — 


February 

March 

June  ... 


July  ... 
August 


October 


3 Tins  Luncheon  Meat — each  12  ozs. 

2 cwt.  Sausage  Meat  (contaminated  in  transit  by 
rail). 

2 Tins  Luncheon  Meat — each  2 lb.  8 ozs. 

1 Tin  Luncheon  Meat — 12  ozs. 

1 Tin  Ham — 12  ozs. 

29  Tins  Corned  Beef — each  | lb. 

335J  lbs.  Hindquarter  Beef. 

1 Tin  Luncheon  Meat — 2 lb.  8 ozs. 

8 Tins  Stewed  Steak — each  1 lb. 

36  lbs.  Hindquarter  Beef. 

8 Tins  Corned  Beef — each  | lb. 

1 Tin  Corned  Beef — 6 lb. 

7 Tins  Corned  Beef — each  f lb. 

117  lbs.  Hindquarter  Beef. 

1 Tin  Corned  Beef — 6 lb. 
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December 


Details  of  inspections  carried  out  during  the  year  are  as  follows  : — 

(a)  No.  of  inspections  of  Butchers’  shops  ...  ...  ...  69 

(b)  No.  of  inspections  of  vehicles  and  carts  ...  ;..  ...  15 

Two  contraventions  were  observed  which  were  suitably  dealt  with 
after  informal  notice  had  been  served. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

During  the  year,  two  renewal  licences  to  slaughter  animals  were 
granted  by  the  Local  Authority. 


Bread. 

During  the  year,  39  inspections  were  made  of  the  bakehouses  in 
the  Borough,  which  are  four  in  number,  none  of  them  being  underground. 
All  were  found  to  be  clean. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

The  County  Council  is  the  Authority  responsible  for  the  Food 
Adulteration  sections  of  this  Act. 

No  details  of  the  samples  taken  in  the  Borough  are  available. 

Watercress. 

No  action  has  been  taken  regarding  the  watercress  beds  in  the 
Borough  and  no  complaints  have  been  received. 

Other  Foods. 

The  following  items  of  foodstuffs  were  found  during  the  year  to  be 
unfit  for  human  consumption  and  condemned  by  the  Inspector  : — 


January 

. 70  lb.  Oranges. 

March 

. 4 One  lb.  Packets  Hersheys  Chocolate. 

May 

,.  3 Tins  Grade  III  Salmon  (Half-size)  7jd.  Tin. 

June 

,.  5 Tins  Herrings  — 7 oz.  each. 

July 

,.  2 lbs.  Cheese. 

August 

. 1 cwt.  3 qrs.  lbs.  Dates. 

5 Tins  Beans  in  Tomato  Sauce. 

September  . , 

..  6 Tins  Sardines — oz.  each. 
2 Tins  Pilchards — 15  oz.  each. 

October 

..  4 Tins  Heinz  Beans  in  Tomato  Sauce. 

November  .. 

..  2 Tins  Crayfish — 8 oz.  each. 

6 Tins  Pilchards  — 15  oz.  each. 
1 Whole  Cheese — 72  lbs. 

In  May  a quantity  of  Butter  was  reported  as  unfit  for  consumption. 
On  examination  it  was  found  to  be  crushed  in  transit,  a quantity  dirty 
and  some  missing.  Instead  of  condemning,  the  condition  was  referred 
to  the  supplier  and  he  was  advised  to  give  better  protection  during 
transit. 


17 


Section  VI. 

PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

The  Borough  was  comparatively  free  from  major  infectious  diseases 
during  the  year,  only  two  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  one  each  of 
Diphtheria  and  Typhoid  being  notified. 

The  case  of  Diphtheria  and  one  of  the  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were 
removed  to  Hospital  owing  to  the  existence  of  unsuitable  conditions  for 
home  isolation.  There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  measles 
notified,  a total  of  twenty-one  as  compared  with  nine  for  the  previous 
year,  but  only  sixteen  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  were  notified  as  against 
fifty-six  for  the  year  1944. 


The  following  tables  give  details  of  the  cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
notified  during  the  year  1945  . — 


Disease 

Cases 

Notified 

Cases 
admitt- 
ed to 
Hospital 

Deaths 

0-1 

-5 

-10 

-15 

-20 

-35 

-45 

-55 

-65 

Whooping 

Cough 

15 

2 

9 

4 

Measles 

21 

— 

— 

— 

11 

9 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 



Acute  Primary 
Pneumonia 

1 

1* 

1 

Diphtheria  . . 

1 

le 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

le 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas  . . 

1 

It 

1 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

2 

Ic 

1 

1 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

1 

Totals 

44 

5 

— 

2 

21 

14 

— 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

* Patient  admitted  to  Arundel  Cottage  Hospital, 
e Patients  admitted  to  Worthing  Isolation  Hospital, 
f Patient  admitted  to  St.  Richard’s  Hospital,  Chichester, 
c Patient  admitted  to  Southlands  Hospital,  Shoreham-by-Sea. 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Jan 

Feb. 

Mar 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Whooping  Cough 

15 





1 

2 







1 



2 

9 



Erysipelas... 

1 

1 

Measles 

21 

2 

11 

5 

2 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . 
Acute  Primary 

2 

1 

— 

1 

Pneumonia 

1 

— 

1 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

1 

Diphtheria 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

1 

1 

— 

Totals 

44 

3 

12 

7 

5 

1 

1 

— 

2 

— 

2 

10 

1 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

The  immunisation  of  children  of  school  and  pre-school  age  was 
continued  during  the  year  but  with  the  falling  off  in  numbers,  regular 
sessions  at  the  Minor  Ailment  Clinic  have  been  discontinued. 
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During  the  year  thirty-four  children  under  five  years  of  age  and 
five  children  aged  five  years  and  over,  but  under  fifteen  years  received 
a complete  course  on  protective  inoculations. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  it  was  estimated  that  90%  of  children  of 
pre-school  age  and  80%  of  children  aged  over  five  years,  but  under 
fifteen  years,  had  received  a complete  course  on  immunisation.  These 
percentages  are  considerably  higher  than  those  for  the  County  as  a whole. 
The  efforts  of  the  District  Nurse  in  persuading  parents  to  have  their 
children  protected  have  been  largely  instrumental  in  the  achievement 
of  the  present  very  satisfactory  position. 


Diphtheria. 

The  only  case  notified  was  a female  aged  16  years,  who  fell  ill  with 
the  disease  whilst  staying  in  the  Borough  for  a week’s  holiday. 

She  was  removed  to  the  Worthing  Isolation  Hospital  where  she 
made  a good  recovery. 


Erysipelas. 

One  case  of  this  disease  was  notified.  The  patient,  a female,  aged 
67  years  of  age,  was  admitted  to  St.  Richard’s  Hospital,  where  she  made 
a good  recovery. 


Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

Two  cases  were  notified,  both  of  which  occurred  at  the  patient’s 
homes.  One  patient  was  removed  to  Southlands  Hospital,  Shoreham-by- 
Sea,  whilst  the  other  was  nursed  at  home.  Both  made  good  recoveries. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Two  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  during  the  year,  one  being  in 
April,  and  the  other  in  November.  In  one  instance,  owing  to  the  size 
of  the  household  and  the  fact  that  some  members  were  employed  in  the 
food  trade,  the  patient  was  removed  to  Hospital,  whilst  the  other 
patient  was  nursed  at  home. 


Measles. 

A small  outbreak  of  measles  occurred  in  the  Borough  during  the 
first  quarter  of  the  year,  when  eighteen  cases  were  notified,  the  total 
for  the  year  being  twenty-one.  In  addition  to  the  notified  cases,  a 
further  five  children  were  reported  by  the  Head  Teachers  of  the  Schools 
to  be  absent  on  account  of  this  disease. 

The  disease  was  generally  mild  in  character  and  no  admissions  to 
Hospital  were  necessary. 


Whooping  Cough. 

This  disease  was  much  less  prevalent  than  in  1944,  only  fifteen 
cases  being  notified  as  compared  with  fifty-six  in  that  year.  In  addition 
to  the  notified  cases,  eight  cases  were  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
Health  Department  by  the  Head  Teachers  of  the  Schools. 

Nine  of  the  notified  cases  and  the  eight  cases  reported  by  the  Head 
Teachers  occurred  during  the  month  of  November. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  admit  any  of  the  cases  to  Hospital. 
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Acute  Primary  and  Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia. 

During  the  year  one  case  of  Acute  Primary  Pneumonia  was  notified 
as  compared  with  two  in  1944.  The  patient  who  was  aged  63  years, 
was  admitted  to  the  Arundel  Cottage  Hospital,  where  she  made  a good 
recovery.  No  deaths  from  any  form  of  Pneumonia  were  recorded 
during  the  year. 


Enteric  Fever. 

One  case  of  this  disease  was  notified,  the  patient  being  a male  of 
65  years  of  age.  The  case  was  not  typical,  and  the  diagnosis  was  based 
on  the  seriological  findings.  Satisfactory  nursing  arrangements  being 
possible  at  home,  the  patient  was  not  removed  to  Hospital. 


Influenza. 

There  was  no  marked  incidence  of  influenza  during  the  year,  and  no 
deaths  were  certified  as  attributable  to  this  disease. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  at  the  request  of  the  Minister  of  Health, 
preliminary  arrangements,  were  made  for  the  establishment  of  an 
emergency  nursing  and  domestic  help  service.  This  service  was  intended 
to  operate  if  a serious  outbreak  of  the  disease  occurred.  Fortunately, 
influenza  did  not  assume  serious  proportions,  and  it  was  not  necessary 
to  call  on  any  volunteers. 

Non-Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases. 

Information  regarding  cases  of  non-notifiable  infectious  and  con- 
tagious diseases  is  obtained  from  returns  made  by  the  Head  Teachers 
of  the  Public  Elementary  Schools.  During  the  year,  eight  cases  of 
Chicken  Pox  and  seven  cases  of  Mumps  were  reported  by  the  Head 
Teachers  of  the  two  Schools  in  the  Borough. 

Cancer. 

The  number  of  deaths  attributed  to  Cancer  during  the  year  was  6 
as  compared  with  four  in  1944. 


The  ages  and  sex  distribution  of  the  six  deaths  are  given  in  the 
following  table : — 


Ages 

Males 

Females 

Totals 

0—65 







55—65 

— 

1 

1 

65—75 

2 

— 

2 

75  and  up 

2 

1 

3 

Totals 

4 

2 

6 

Localisation  of  the  Disease. 


Digestive  Organs  : — Colon  1 

Rectum  1 

Pancreas  1 

Breast  2 

Other  sites 1 


Total  6 


20 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


Notification  Register  of  Tubercular  Patients. 

The  following  tables  give  details  of  the  number  of  cases  on  the 
Tuberculosis  Register,  together  with  the  particulars  of  new  cases  of 
Tuberculosis.  There  was  one  death  from  Non-Puhnonary  Tuberculosis 
during  the  year. 


1.  No.  on  Register  at  1.1.45 

2.  Cases  previously  removed 
and  returning  during  1945 

[ 3.  New  cases  notified  (or 
1 otherwise  coming  to 

i knowledge)  in  1945 

Pulmo 

Cas 

nary 

es 

N on-Pultuonary 
Cases 

"otal 
(all  / 

Cases 

orms) 

M 

F 

Total 

M 

F 

Total 

M 

F 

Total 

1 

6 

1 

7 

1 

5 

1 

6 

6 

7 

1 

13 

1 

1 

1 

7 

8 

5 

1 

6 

6 

8 

14 

4.  Cases  removed  from 
Register  in  1945  

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

5.  No.  on  Register  at 
31.12.45 

1 

7 

8 

4 

1 

5 

5 

8 

13 

New  Gases  and  Mortality 


No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  under  the  Public  Health 
(Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or  under  Section  72  of 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


Scabies. 

Three  cases  were  notified  by  Medical  Practitioners  to  the 
Department,  and  others  direct  to  the  District  Nurse. 

All  the  patients  were  treated  with  Benzyl  Benzoate  Emulsion  by 
the  District  Nurse  in  their  own  homes,  or  at  the  Council’s  Cleansing 
Station. 
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Section  VII. 

AIR  RAID  PRECAUTIONS  AND  CIVIL  DEFENCE 


With  this,  the  first  post-war  Annual  Report,  it  is  fitting  to  place 
on  record  a few  details  of  the  Air  Raid  Precaution  Services,  (which  later 
became  known  as  the  Civil  Defence  Services) , particularly  with  regard 
to  those  services  for  which  the  Public  Health  Department  was  primarily 
responsible.  The  duty  of  preparing  the  air  raid  precautions  scheme 
within  the  administrative  County  of  West  Sussex  was  placed  upon  the 
County  Council  by  the  Air  Raid  Precautions  Act,  1937,  but  as  early  as 
1935,  the  Borough  Council  prepared  a scheme  for  air  raid  precautions 
which  embodied  First  Aid  Posts,  Hospitals,  First  Aid  Parties,  Motor 
Transport,  Decontamination  Centres  and  a Records  Department. 
Courses  of  lectures  were  arranged  and  training  carried  out.  After  the 
passing  of  the  Air  Raid  Precautions  Act,  the  County  Council  delegated 
their  functions  to  each  constituent  authority,  whilst  exercising  general 
co-ordination,  and  considerable  freedom  was  given  in  the  recruitment 
and  training  of  personnel,  siting  of  Depots,  etc.  The  Clerk  of  the 
County  Council  was  appointed  County  Controller  for  the  Air  Raid 
Precautions  Services  with  the  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector  of  the 
Borough  as  Sub-Controller  for  the  IBorough,  thus  ensuring,  so  far  as 
possible,  co-ordination  not  only  in  the  preparation  of  the  original 
scheme,  but  throughout  the  whole  course  of  the  period  of  emergency. 
During  1937,  lectures  were  held  and  training  carried  out  in  first  aid  and 
chemical  warfare,  many  candidates  coming  forward  for  examination. 
In  January,  1938,  your  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector  attended  a 
course  of  instruction  at  the  Civilian  Anti-Gas  School  at  Falfield,  and 
qualified  as  a First  Class  Instructor,  He  subsequently  gave  courses 
of  instruction  to  the  enrolled  personnel  and  to  the  general  public. 
He  attended  further  courses  of  instruction  at  Reading  in  January,  1939, 
and  at  Easingwold  in  April,  1940. 

The  authorised  establishments  of  the  Casualty  Services  for  the 
Borough  which  were  finally  approved  in  1939,  were  as  follows : — 

(i)  A First  Aid  Post  at  the  Town  Hall  with  a staff  of  nineteen 
plus  25%  reserve. 

(«)  Two  First  Aid  Parties  each  of  five  men,  plus  25%  reserve. 

(w)  Two  part-time  Ambulances  together  with  the  Red  Cross 
Ambulance  with  a personnel  strength  of  ten,  plus 
25%  reserve. 

{iv)  Four  Sitting  Case  Cars. 


Nodal  Point  Arrangements. 

With  the  threat  of  invasion  by  the  enemy  in  1940  and  1941,  the 
Borough  was  made  a Nodal  Point  and  preparations  were  made  for  its 
defence  in  the  event  of  it  becoming  invested  by  the  enemy.  Arrangements 
were  made  to  provide  a supply  of  water  should  the  normal  source  of 
supply  fail.  Six  old  wells  were  repaired  and  furnished  with  pumps. 
Tanks  with  draw-off  taps  were  provided  for  delivering  the  water  to 
consumers  and  instructions  were  given  regarding  chlorination.  Increased 
facilities  for  casualties  were  arranged,  including  the  establishment  of 
an  emergency  hospital  at  the  Castle.  Fortunately  it  was  never  necessary 
to  put  any  of  these  plans  into  opertaion. 
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First  Aid  Posts  and  First  Aid  Parties. 

The  arrangements  for  the  First  Aid  Post  established  at  the  Town 
Hall  were  in  the  hands  of  Doctor  R.  W.  Pearson  who  was  also  responsible 
for  the  First  Air  Parties.  These  had  their  depot  at  the  First  Aid  Post 
until  it  was  decided  by  the  Ministry  of  Home  Security,  in  January, 
1943,  that  the  First  Aid  Party  Service  should  amalgamate  with  the 
Rescue  Party  Service.  After  this  amalgamation  had  taken  place  the  new 
combined  parties  moved  to  Headquarters  at  the  Surrey  Wharf,  where 
premises  were  adapted  for  their  use. 


Report  and  Control  Centre. 

This  was  situated  in  the  basement  of  the  Town  Hall  and  proved 
most  satisfactory  It  was  manned  throughout  the  war,  the  Air  Raid 
Precautions  Officer  and  his  staff  being  responsible  each  day  from  7 a.m. 
to  7 p.m.  and  a voluntary  staff  consisting  of  an  Action  Officer,  two 
telephonists,  and  a messenger,  doing  duty  during  the  remainder  of  the 
twenty-four  hours. 


Emergency  Mortuary  Service. 

The  Borough  Council  possess  a modem  Mortuary  adjacent  to  the 
Cemetery.  This  was  adapted  to  provide  further  accommodation  as 
was  the  neighbouring  building.  The  Mortuary  was  placed  under  the 
control  of  a Superintendent  with  four  assistants.  Fortunately  it  was 
only  necessary  to  use  the  Mortuary  on  two  occasions  for  war  casualties. 
On  the  first  occasion  a member  of  the  crew  of  an  enemy  aircraft  brought 
down  in  Swanbourne  Lake  was  received,  whilst  on  the  other  occasion, 
casualties  were  brought  in  from  the  incident  at  Ford  Aerodrome  in 
August,  1940. 


Anti- Gas  Precautions  and  Gas  Cleansing  Facilities. 

All  personnel  were  trained  in  anti-gas  measures  and  lectures  were  given 
for  the  general  pubhc.  Posters  were  displayed  and  leaflets  were  delivered  to 
every  house  in  the  Borough.  Cleansing  sections  for  both  sexes  were  provid- 
ed at  the  First  Aid  Post  at  the  Town  Hall  and  for  A.R.P.  personnel  at 
Fitzalan  Road  Depot.  All  householders  with  washing  facilities,  i.e., 
bath,  wash-house,  etc.,  were  asked  to  co-operate  and  display  suitable 
cards  showing  that  their  facilities  were  available  to  members  of  the 
public  who  might  become  contaminated  and  unable  to  expediently  reach 
their  own  homes  or  the  Public  Cleansing  Station.  The  response  to  this 
appeal  was  extremely  good.  A scheme  inuagurated  by  the  Ministry  of 
Home  Security  through  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Association  provided 
for  the  supply  to  all  chemists  in  the  Borough  by  the  Local  Authority 
of  suitable  containers  in  which  to  prepare  and  make  cream  available 
to  the  general  public.  Arrangements  were  also  made  for  the  collection 
and  decontamination  of  personal  clothing,  etc. 


Treatment  of  Foodstuffs  contaminated  by  Gas. 

Following  the  instruction  of  the  Ministry  of  Food,  arrangements 
were  made  for  the  formation  and  training  of  a Food  Treatment  Squad, 
whose  duties  were  primarily  connected  with  the  salvaging  for  human 
consumption  or  other  purpose  of  all  food  which  might  become  exposed 
to  the  action  of  poison  gas,  and  to  ensure  the  destruction  of  contaminated 
food  which  would  be  rendered  unsuitable  for  any  subsequent  use.  A 
Food  Decontamination  Officer  was  appointed  and  received  a course  of 
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specialist  instruction  in  the  work.  A Squad  of  eight  was  enlisted  from 
the  traders  and  a centre  provided  for  cleansing  and  treatment  at  the 
Council’s  Depot  at  River  Road,  where  training  was  carried  out. 

Enemy  Action. 

Even  before  the  collapse  of  France  and  subsequent  occupation  of 
that  Country  by  the  Germans,  the  geographical  position  of  the  Borough, 
coupled  with  the  close  proximity  of  several  Royal  Air  Force  Stations, 
led  to  the  assumption  that  attacks  by  the  German  Air  Force  would  be 
inevitable.  Fortunately,  however,  in  spite  of  numerous  incidents  in 
the  vicinity,  only  six  incidents  occurred  within  the  Borough  itself. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  enemy  action  experienced  in  the 


Borough  throughout  the  period  of  hostilities  : — 

Number  of  Alerts 1294 

No.  of  incidents  within  the  Borough 6 

No.  of  incidents  adjoining  and  at  which  attention  was 

given  27 

No.  of  H.E.  bombs  dropped  ...  34 

No.  of  oil  bombs  dropped  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

No.  of  incendiary  bombs  dropped  ...  approx.  200 
Machine  Gun  and  Cannon  Fire  incidents. . . ...  ; . . 1 

No.  of  Crashed  Enemy  Aircraft 1 


Casualties. 

Only  two  casualties  were  recorded,  neither  of  which  were  sufficiently 
serious  for  admission  to  Hospital. 

Property  Damaged  by  Enemy  Action. 

Apart  from  damage  to  glass  and  slates,  ten  houses  received 
damage. 

Reviewing  the  whole  period  of  the  war  and  the  number  of  incidents 
in  the  neighbourhood,  it  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  record  that  the  damage 
sustained  was  so  small. 


GOVERNMENT  EVACUATION  SCHEME. 

Although  the  operation  of  the  wartime  Evacuation  Scheme  was  not 
a responsibility  of  the  Public  Health  Department,  an  account  of  the 
war  years  would  not  be  complete  without  reference  to  the  Public  Health 
aspects  of  the  problems  involved. 

The  Town  Clerk  was  the  chief  Billeting  Officer  and  on  him  fell  the 
heavy  task,  early  in  September,  1939  of  finding  accommodation  for  four 
hundred  and  ninety-eight  mothers,  children  and  unaccompanied 
children,  who  were  officially  evacuated  to  the  Borough  as  members  of 
the  priority  classes.  In  addition,  a large  number  of  persons  came 
privately  to  the  Borough  making  their  own  arrangements  regarding 
accommodation. 

Within  a few  hours  of  their  arrival  complaints  were  received  that 
some  of  the  children  were  suffering  from  contagious  diseases  such  as 
Scabies  and  Impetigo,  and  that  many  were  bed  wetters. 
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As  part  of  the  Evacuation  Plan,  arrangements  had  been  made  for 
the  establishment  of  small  sick  bays  in  private  households  at  which  it 
was  proposed  children  suffering  from  minor  ailments  should  be  nursed. 
This  plan  worked  fairly  successfully,  but  arrangements  were  made  later 
whereby  children  suffering  from  these  minor  complaints  were  admitted 
to  an  Emergency  Auxiliary  Hospital  especially  established  for  such  cases 
by  the  Chichester  Rural  District  Council  at  Itchenor. 

As  the  expected  aerial  bombardment  of  London  did  not  mature 
immediately  at  the  outbreak  of  war,  considerable  numbers  of  evacuees 
especially  mothers  with  children,  returned  to  London,  after  only  a few 
weeks’  stay  in  the  town.  With  the  intensification  of  the  attack  on 
London  in  the  Autumn  of  1940,  there  came  a further  influx  of  evacuees 
both  official  and  private,  and  many  of  these  remained  in  the  town  for  the 
duration  of  the  war.  This  new  influx  of  bombed-out  families  intensified 
the  housing  problem,  which  was  already  difficult,  as  many  of  the  houses 
in  the  town,  both  large  and  small,  had  been  requisitioned  by  Service 
Authorities  for  Service  needs.  In  spite  of  the  over-crowding  which  was 
inevitable,  apart  from  the  occurrence  of  a moderate  number  of  cases  of 
Scabies,  (before  almost  unknown  in  the  district),  no  serious  outbreak 
of  disease  occurred. 

During  1942  and  1943,  as  the  attacks  on  London  and  other  target 
areas  gradually  lessened,  there  was  a slow  but  steady  drift  back  of 
evacuees  from  the  district,  but  in  1944  with  the  commencement  of  the 
fljdng  bomb  and  rocket  attacks,  the  tide  again  turned  until  these  attacks 
ceased  on  the  enemy  being  cleared  from  the  flying  bomb  and  rocket 
sites  in  the  low  countries.  From  the  Autmim  of  1944  the  pace  of  the 
return  of  the  evacuees  gradually  quickened  and  by  the  end  of  1945 
only  three  remained  officially  billeted  in  the  Borough. 

The  presence  of  the  increased  population,  together  with  the  large 
number  of  Service  personnel  stationed  in  the  town,  caused  severe  strain 
on  the  local  resources  such  as  Hospital  accommodation,  schools,  etc., 
but  gradually  the  evacuees  became,  more  or  less,  absorbed  into  the  local 
community,  sharing  the  pubhc  and  voluntary  facihties  available. 

So  far  as  the  Borough  is  concerned,  it  is  true  to  say  that  the  evacua- 
tion scheme  was  remarkable  for  the  little  disturbance  it  caused  in 
relation  to  the  general  health  of  the  town. 
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